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Whatſozver is commanded 


Ezra vii. verſe 11,---- 27. 


a 


by the God cf Heaven, let it be 
diligently done for the Houſe of the God of Fieavea; for 
why ſhould. there be Wrath againſt the Realm ef the Kg 
and his Sons? The Decree of Artaxerxes King of Perſia, 
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8 in the declining State of the Jewiſb Church 
none contributed more to it's Deſtruct ion and 


more at this Time to unſertle the Founda- 
tion and preſent Eſtabliſhment of the Church 
of England, than {ame pf it's Conſecrated Sons. Alas! we 
ſee id theſe Days the Accompliſhment of that Apoſtolical 
Prediction fulgleg, Of your amn ſelues ſhall Men ariſo, Jpe Adds xx. 
ing perverſe Things, to draw away Diſciples after them.“ 
15 ad of earpe({thy canterding for the Truth, which was once Jude iii. 
delivered unto the Saints, many of them give up both the 
Faith and Principles, the Rights and Privileges of the 
Church to its common Enemies; even thoſe of an higher 
Statign, whole. peculiar Office is to ſupport, unanimoully - 
conſpire (with the fagliſh, Woman in the Prowerbs) to pluct Prov. xiv. 
down the Houſe of God with both their Hands, Seeing the 
pernicious Attempts of a certain Prelate have not prov'd: 
effectual to that End, by his calling in queſtion * the Pom. * See the- 
er of the Chriſtian. Prieſthood, their 2 and Unin- eto | 
terrupted Succeſſion, by taking off all Obligation to External Prefsur 
Cammani an With the Eſtabliſb d Church, that ſo he may tive. 
break down the Hedge and let the wild Beaſts into the 
Lord's Vineyard, Oc. Benjamin Iulots, D. D. Rector of. St. 
Paul's Shadwell, and Chaplain in Ordinary to his MalES Tv, 
has alſo liſted himſelf with others of that Faction, in a 


A. 2. SERMON 


An ANSWER to 
SERMON Preach'd before the Right Honourable Sir GEORGE 
THOROLD, Kt. Loxp-Mayok of the City of Loxpox, 


and the Court of ALDERMEN, c. on Thurſday, September 


29. Anno Dom. 1720. Wherein the Doctor endeavours to 
out- do his 1. and both of them to undo the Church. 
The Doctor's Diſcourſe abounds with manifold Untruths, 
bold and groundleſs Aſſertions, falſe Premiſes, and worſe 
Concluſions: Tis a Sermon miſchievous at all Times, but 
now altogether unſeaſonable. Is this a Time to preach up 
Novel Doctrines, to ſow Diviſions in an Orthodox Church, 
and to hunt after Applauſe and Intereſt by thoſe Means, 
when our Neighbouring Nations are almoſt laid Waſte by 
Famine and Peſtilence ? No, Repentance, Faith, and New Obe- 
dience, are a more 7 Subject for Sermons, than vain po- 
litical Schemes of this Nature. If I might be allowed to 

preſcribe Texts to the Doctor, I -wou'd recommend ſuch 


Iſa. xxvi. as theſe, When thy Judgments are in the Earth, thè Inhabitants 


Mat. iv. 
10. 


Luk. xi 
4, 2. 


Jou, na), but exc, t ye repent, ye ſ 


of the World. will learn Righteouſneſs. Now the Ax is laid 
to the Root of the Tree: Therefore every Tree that bringeth not 


i. forth good Fruit, is hewn down and oy into the Fire. I tell 
a 


Ul likewiſe periſh, &c. 
However, I ſhall proceed to an impartial Examination of 
that of his own Choice ; and, as I conceive, the Sermon 
upon it confiſts of three general Parts. Hrſt, A Narration 
of tlie preſent Controverſy between the Jews at Corinth and 
St. Paul, which was brought before Gallio, and a large, 
but falſe Character of that Judge. Secondly, A Conſidera- 
tion of the Office of the Civil Magiſtrate taken from the Ex- 
ample of Gallio in that Affair. Thirdly, The Concluſion. 


PI I. Of the Controverſy between the Jews and 
St. Paul, and of Gallio's Character. 


Accs xviii. 14, 15. And when Paul was now about to open 


his Mouth, Gallio ſaid unto the Jews, if it mere a Matter of 


Wrong, or wicked Lewdneſs, O ye Jews, Reaſon would that 
Tſhouid bear with you : But if it be 4 Queſtion of 17 and 
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Names, and of your Law, look ye to it; for I will be no Judge 
of ſuch Matters. | 
' The Crime which the Jews here laid ogainſt St. Paul, and fey 
which they brought him before Gallio, was Blaſphemy againſt 
their Religicn. Ser mon, p. 1, and 2. | 
The Doctor in theſe Pages has indeed given us the true 
Occaſion of this Controverſy which happen'd at Corinth 
between the Jews and the Apoſtle : But the ſmooth and 
talſe Character of Gallio, being his firſt and fundamental 
Error, requires a farther Conſideration. This Chapter (fays 
tie) Þ is the only Place of Scripture, where we find any mention t Sermon, 
made of Gallio ; but from the Account which we here meet mith l. a. 
of his Behaviour upon this Occaſion, as well as from the Cha- 
ratter which other Writers have given us cf him, we may juſtly 
' conclude, that he was a Man of great Candor and Hamanity, 
as well as a wiſe and diſcreet Magiſtrate.---He was a Brother of 
Seneca, who gives him this Character; That be was a Man of 
4 ſweet Temper, ——_ ally belov d, free from all Vices, and 
the greateſt Hater of Hattery. Tacitus alſo makes menticn of 
him to his Advani oge, and Statius gives him the ſame Teſt:- 
mony. Notwithſtanding this, ſome have ſeverely cenſur'd his 
Condutt in this Aﬀair, as if it proceeded from Carelejſn:ſs and 
Indifference in Religious Matters; and to render him more in- 
famous, have invented a new Name for this Sin, and call'd it 
Gallioniſm. But I hope to juſtify the Deputy's Behaviour, and 
ta ſbew, that what he Fa on this Occaſion, was wiſely ſpole; 
and that if he had acted otherwiſe in this Matter than he did, he 
had tranſgreſſed the Bounds of his Duty. | 
Here the Doctor gives a very Partial and Imperfect Cha- 
rater of Gallio, and prefers the filly Teſtimonies of three 
flattering Heathens to that of the inſpir'd Hiſtorian, who 
blames him ſeverely ; for it was neither Candor nor Hu- 
munity in him to ſuffer the Mob to beat Soſthen:s, the Chief 
Ruler of the Synagogue, in the Court; but a great Piece of 
Cowardice and Elis, as the *Doflor himſelf, Piſcator and 


* Pag. 15. + Peccat judexque ad manifeſtas injurias connivet. 
Piſc. in loc. 8 every 


\ 
1 
f: 
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every one acknowledges. Neither doth the Character gi- 
ven him by theſe three Authors amount to the Merits of ſuch 
a Glorious one as the Doctor beſtows upon that Judge.. Tis 
true, his Brother Seneca gives him the beſt of an); but if 
a Brother will not ſpeak well of a Brother, who will? 
Cornelius Tacitus does not make mention of him to his Ad- 
vantage, (as the Doctor wou'd have us believe, ) unleſs 
it was his Advantage to quake and tremble at his Brother's 
Death, for which cowardly Spirit Salienus rebuked: him 
ſharply, calling him an Enemy and Traitor to his. Coun- 


try, as appears from that Author's Words (a) : Janium 
Gallionem Senecæ fratris morte pavidum, & pro ſua incol umi: 


rate ſupplicem, increpuit Salienus Clemens, hoſtem E Parrici- 


dam vocans. Doubtleſs.the Doctor was very hardly put to 


it, when he appeal'd to Statius for a Character of Ga!lio, 
G) Mr. Stephens his Commentator, fays, That he is an 
old muſty Author, offenſive to Boys, a great Plagiary from 
his Father, Antimachas, and Junius Mari pins. 1 e Learned 
(c) Mr. Echard calls him a: Sozoroas Enthuſiaſtick Poet. 
But to clear up this Matter, I ſhall add the Relations 
of ſeveral other Authors. which. have mentioned: Gallo, 
(d) Dio informs us that Tiberius baniſh'd af afterwards. 


k - 


4 
cenfin'd him, becauſe he would have perſwaded the Army 


* - 


g 
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(a) Taeit. Avnal. lib. 15. prope finew. (0). — ut hodie neglectus paſſim 
jatear, pulli promixtens dieq, yur vide tam facies. Et quidem cauſan- 
tur eum pretumidum & gtandi-lo e quam par eſt, cujus Imitatio 
terſam & æquabilem Sermonum Caftitatem in juvenibus corrumpat : adeq uʒt 
inſtar ware dee e gu, ut $4y4ret Bovem, Te diſtendebat dum 
erepuit. Steph Fre at. in Statiym. (6). e Vol. 2. p. 348. 
| op flet, ut Milites Taþerii 775 


ſunjum Gallionem, qui ſententiam dixiflet, ut Milite 
Stipendiig in Subſelliis Equitum SpeRacula viderent in exilium miſerit: 
crimige, quod is miljtibus perluadere voluiſſe videbatut, ut Reip. patiùs 
qyam Tiberio Ruderent: neque eo contentus Supplicio quum Legbum ire eum 
accepiilet, tuùtæ ibi vite amœnitati eum ſubtraxit, & magiſtfatibus, ut Aſi- 

ip pridem Gallum; cyſtodiendum dedit. Dio in Tibgriv. ---Ipfe Nero in 
theatrum prodiit, Gallionis vece nopinatim citatus, Reritgue | 
Scena-habitu Cithatedi. Dio. in Nerone, Lib. C1, p. .699, 


Cadlar 2d * 
to 


Dr. II BOTY Sermon. 

to comply with the Common - wealth rather than the Em- 
peror ; and how he attended Nero upon the Stage, and 
aſſiſted him in his infamous Diverſions. (e Quintilian ſays 
he wrote ſome ſmall Tract of Rhetoriek, but it was very 
uncorrect. (f/ Martial indeed commends him for his Elo- 
quence. (g) Euſebius affirms that he was a Famous Orator, 
but at laſt, thro' Impatienoe, he deſtroy'd himſelf, on pur- 
poſe to deprive Nero the Pleaſure of ſuch a Spectacle as he 
was intended for. 

From theſe Hiſtorians we can gather nothing elſe, but 
that Auna Novatus, or Junius Gallio was the Elder Bro- 
ther of the famous Seneca, whom Nero diſpatch'd along 
with Piſo, Lacan, Seneca, Petronius, and many other Learn- 
ed and Noble Romans, on Pretence of Piſo's Conſpiracy 
againſt himſelf: That he was an Eloquent Orator, but a 
fair-fpoken luke-warm Perſon, and thro* Deſpair became 
his own Executioner. But ſuch an Account as this can no 
ways tend to his or the Doctor's Advantage. * 


II. The Doctor tells us, that Galio was the Roman Pre- 
fe of Achaia, a Conſular Province ander Auguſtus; but I 

ink he is very far out in his Chronology, and makes a pro- 
digious Blunder in the Roman Hiſtory, as it Gailio had been 
Contemporary with that Emperor ; whereas he might have 
faid as well, that Achaia Was a Conſular Province under 
L. Mummius the Conſul ; for he demoliſh'd Corinth, reduc'd- 
| Achaia and all Greece into the Form of a Province, in the 
606th Year of the City, as appears from (4) Livy, Horus, 
and Jaftin; which was about 120 Years before Octavius 
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(e] Seripfit nonnihil pater Gallio : accuratius vero priores Gallione Celſus 
& Lenas, & noftre ætatis Virgilius, Plinius, Rutilius. Quint. Inſtit. Orat. 
Lib. 3. c. 1. (F) Duòſque Senecas, unùmque Lucanum facunda loquitur 
Corduba, Martial, L. 1. Epig, 62. (g) Þtiue Annevs Gallio, frater Senecz 
egregius Declamator, propria ſe many intetfecit, mortem e jus Nerone in ſuam 
præſentiam deferente. Ad. Chron. lib. poſt. ad Oꝶ. ccxi. Cc. (3)-Serm. P. 2. 

(9 Vid. T. Liv. Lib. 5x. L. Flor. L. 2. 16. Juſtin. Lib. 34. f. 2. Echard. 
Rom. Hiſt. Vol. p. I. 234. | 
. Cæſar 
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Cæſar took the Title of Emperor. But feeing this Affair 
was brought before Gallio in the latter End of Claudiuss 
Reign, about A. D. 55. (as appears from Act. 18. 2.) which 
was forty Years after the Death of Auguſtus: I think 
the Doctor ought to have ſaid, that Achaia was a Conſular 
Province under Claudius, and then he had not committed a 
Miſtake of 160 Years, which is as abſurd as if one ſhould 
fay, that the preſent Duke of Grafton is Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, a Country under Queen Elizabeth: But ( Grotius, 
whom he tranſlates Word for Word, wou'd have directed 
him to avoid this Error, if he had duly regarded that 

Learned Author, . i e en 


III. The Doctor makes Gallio to ſpeak thus to the Jews ; 
(1) If you would accuſe this Man of any Injuſtice, whereby he 
had invaded any ons Right and Property, or could lay to his 
Charge any other flagitious and villainous Action, done with a 
miſchievous Deſ gu, and whereby he had diſturbed the publick 
Peace, Reaſon would that I ſhould bear with you. It wonld be 
bat right and juſt, that I ſhould bear with this Trouble which 


jou would now give me, and bear with Patience what you have 


to ſay. I ſhould then be obliged by the Duty of my Place to 
tate Cognizance of your Matter. If the Controverſy, as it 


ſeems to me, be not about Civil, but Religious Matters: as a- 


bout the Word which Paul preachd, and the Truth of that Word, 
and whether it be ogreeable to your Law, or about Names of. 
differen: Setts in Religion, and of their Founders ; as whether. 
the Name of Meſſiah or Chriſt belongs to that Jelus whom Paul 


preaches, and what Appellation is to be given to his Followers; or: 


abont the Senſe and ——_— of theſe Prophecies which Paul 
applies to Chrift : Or if the Diſpute relates to the' Rites and 
Ceremonies of your Law, as whether Circumciſion be ſtill in 


© CI EE 
11 


(&) Achaia erat provincia Proconſularis ſub Auguſto: Tiberius Macedoniæ 
adjunzit, & Cælarianam fecit, ſed Claudius has provincias ſenatui ieddidit, 
3. 6. rurſus fecit Proeonſulares, Grot. in lo. | 

G Sem. p. 3, & 4. 


Force, 


* 
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Force, and all that are uncircumciſed are out of God's Fawonr : 
T ſay, if the Matter about which you are at Variance, be con- 
cerning your Meſſiah, who he is, and what is agreeable or c:4- 
trary to your Law, or any thing elſe of this Rind, look ye to it. 


Make it up among your ſelves, or Diſpute as long as ye pleaſe 


about it. For I will be no Judge of ſuch Matters. *Tis nun: of my 


Buſineſs to determine ſuch Diſputes. Theſe Things no way affet# 
the publick Peace and Quiet, which tis my Duty to take 2 4%, 
nor do they make any one guilty of 12 Crime againſt the Lam 


of the Land. And this was a wiſe Anſwer, (ſays the Doctor,) 
and ſhew'd that he was well acquainted with the Nature and Ex- 


tent of his Office; and he was too good a Man to liſt himſelf in 


any Party, and to abuſe the Power which was lodg d in his Hands, 
by Pppoing it to Purpoſes foreign to the original Deſign of it. 

To all which it may be anſwered on the contrary, that 

Gallio was neither too good a Man, nor a wiſe and diſcrzet 

iſtrate: He was very culpable as to his private Capa- 

city, for his Indifference in Religion; he had then a ſingular 


portunity of ſearching after Trath, of being inſtructed by 
St. Paul in the N of the very beſt of Religions; yet 


he neglected and deſpiſed that Seaſon, and we do not find 


that he had aſterwards another Offer of that nature; and 


ſo he continued a Papi Heathen to the Day of his Death. 
Chriſtianity .had then made a great Appearance in the 
World, and many of his Neighbours had embrac'd it; fo 
that one would have thought, this GxzaT Man out of Cu- 
rioſity might haveconſulted the 22 upon that Head, as (a) 
Herod, Pilate, Agrippa, Feſtus, and other ingenious Heathens 
did: Nay, this prophane Wretch calls the Controverſy about 
Religion, a ellas of Words and, Names, i. e. Trifles not 
' worthy to be regardec. | 

2. Gallio is not ſo highly commendable for refuſing to 
determine that Cauſe between the Jews and the 4pojle, as 
the Doctor repreſents him: And yet I may fay, that Gals 


* 


a T (a) Mark 6. 20. Luke 9. 9. 23, 8. AR. 26. 27. | Us & 
* B was 


. . 
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was in ſome meaſure in the right, but the Doctor intirely 
in the wrong, for making ſo bad an Uſe of his Example, 
to diſſwade all civil Magiſtrates from doing any good Ofi- 
ces for the Encouragement and Maintenance of the true 
Apoſtolick Religion. "Twas none of Gallio's Buſin2/s ſo to 
do; not as if it was unlawful in it ſelf, or as if no Roman 
Magiſtrate before him had concern'd himſelf about Matters 
Ret ion; for Romulus, Numa, and all of them had ſtill 
exerted their Power to propagate the ſame, and theſe were 
Patterns to direct him how to proceed: But becauſe Chri- 
ſtianity being then in its Infancy, the Romans had made no 
particular Law againſt it (which was afterwards done in the 
x1th Year of Nero, when he rais'd the fit general Perſecu 
tion againſt the Chriſtians, but this happen d near twenty 


Years before Nero's Edict was publiſh'd:) There was no 
ſtanding Law for Gallio to go by, and therefore he cou'd not 


take any Cognizance of this Diſpute, neither cou'd he fairly 
puniſh either Party by Death, Impri ſonment, or Stripes; 


and he being willing to live at eaſe, and undiſturb d, 


ſoon put an end to the Hearing of that Cauſe. But it does 
not follow, becauſe Gallio had no Law to direct him, that 
therefore all Chriſtian Magiſtrates have none, or ought to 
have none to this very Day; or, becauſe this /azy Heathen did 
not act in religious Matters, that our ſupreme Magi ſtrate 
ought not to interpoſe his Authority when it is abſolutely ne- 
celary for the Preſervation of our holy Religion. On this 
Account (a) a learned Divine reckons Gallio a wicked 
Magi ſtrates, who will not take Cogniæance of Cauſes which con- 
cern the Worſhip of God, as if theſe only concern d them, which 
belong to the ſecond Table of the Law. 

From all which it appears, how little Grounds the Do- 
Qtor had to extol Gallio as too good a Man, tor rejecting the 


— 
— 


— . _—_ * — ** — . ht hed at dh. Mn. Mas. 4A. ns 4 _ — 


(a) Qui nolunt cognoſcere de cauſſis, qui cultum Dei concernunt, exiſti- 
mantes eas duntaxat eauſas ad ſe pettinere, = ſpectant paſteriorem Legis 
Tabulam, Ex. Gallio. AQ 18. &c, Ravanelli Biblioth. S. Vol. 2. 2. 146. 
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Determination of this e Diſpute; nog tothis Rule, 
the Pilot in a Storm, the General in a Day of Battel, may 
be 780 good Man to act in any apparent Danger. And how 
fualſely he lays down the negligent Part of this Judge as a Pat- 

tern and Rule for all Chri#:ax Prixces to obſerve ; making it 
unlawful for them to exceed the Example of this Lake- 


warm Procouful in any thing that may tend to the Promo- 


tion of good Learning, Maxzers and true Roligion. 


' Par II. Of the Office and Duty of the Civil Magiſtrate. 


e Words thus opemd (ſays the Doctor) (a) naturally lead 
me to treat of the Nature and Extent of the Office of the Civil 


| Mogiftrate ; this is alſo the Title of his Sermon: But in my 


Opinion, it Qught to have been call'd, The NATURE of the 
RESTRAINT of the OFFICE of the CIVIL MAGISRATE ; for 
J am ſure, the Doctor herein reſtrains the Civil Mogiſtrate 
fo far from having any Concern about Religious Matrers,that 
I wonder he has not exprefly reftrain'd him from the Power 
of having fo much as a Chaplain about him, -for thus ſome 
People ſerv'd the (H Royal Martyr ; but alas! this wou'd 
alfo reſtrain the Doctor from Preferment. Behold what 
narrow Bounds he allows the Civil Magiſtrate : *Fis plain, 
that Civil Government was m—_ for the Preſexvation and 
Advancement of Men's Ciuil Intereits, for the better Security 
of their Lives, and Liberties, and external Poſſeſſions ; and 
this is all that the Prince has to do according to this Do- 
'Firine. But T hope to make it appear, that the Office of the 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate may really be extended beyond the 
Doctor's Limits, as | 

I. It's the Office of a Chriftian Magiitrate to encourage and 
protect good Men in the Exerciſe of Religion, both by his 
own Example and wholſome Laws, and to puniſh thoſe 
who deſpiſe and blaſpheme it. 


—— * — 


(9) Serm. 5. 4. 


(b) See Ebudy BenAixh. Chap. 24. 
B 2 2. To 
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2. To promote true Religion in his Dominions, to ſee 
that the pure Worſhip of the true God be perform'd in a de- 
cent Manner, and that his Subjects conform thereunto. 

3. To order with the Conſent of the Clergy, the Rzres 
and Ceremonies of Religion, that theſe only be us'd which 
tend moſt to preſerve Decency and Order, to protect the 
Perſons of Minizters, and grant them a ſufficient Mainte- 
nance ; to regulate. all their Eccleſiaſtical Aſſemblies, Synods 
and Councils, to appoint Faſts and Feſtivals upon ſol emn 
Occaſions, to erect Churches, Schools and Hoſpitals, for the 
Service of God, the training up of Youth, and the Mainte- 
nance and Comfort of the Poor and Inſirm. 

For thus far the good Magiſtrates among Jews, Heathens 
and Chri;tians, have proceeded to their laſting Honour and 
Commendation ; but thoſe who acted on the contrary, 
have been branded with Intamy and Contempt. Tis well 
known that Joſhua, the Judges, King David, Solomon, Aſa, 
Jehoſbaphat, Joaſh, Hezekiah, and others, deſtroy'd Idolatry, 
killd the Idolaters, erected Altars, order'd the Courſes of 
the Prieſts, built and repair'd the Temple, collected and diſ- 
pos'd of Money. for thoſe Charges, caus'd the Paſſover and 
other Religious Duties to be ſolemaly celebrated, and 
wrought a glorious Reformation in true Religion, when the 
Prieits and Levites were negligent in their Office. Nebu- 
chadnez<ar, Cyrus, Darius, Artaxerxes, the King of Nineve, 
Alexander the Great, and: Seleucus, &c. made Decrees thro? 
all their Dominions ta Worſhip the true God, they ſet his Pea- 
ple at Liberty, order'd them to rebuild the Temple to the Lord 
God of Heaven, allow*d Timber, Salt, and ſuch like Charges 
for the Sacrifices out of their own Treaſury, they requir'd 
the Prayers of the People of God for themſelves, their Fami- 


lies and Daminions, they protected them from their Adverſa- 


ries, and appointed ſolema Faits, &c. Lycurgis, Numa and 


Solon, made Laws concerning Religion in Athens, Rom? and 


Sparta : Timoleon, Augaitus and others, rebuilt and endow'd 
all the Temples that had fallen into Decay in Crete and _ 
| 3 me. 
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Rome. (a) Judas Maccabeis repair d the Breaches, purchas'd 
holy Veſſels and Inſtruments tor the Service of the Temple, 
pull'd. down the Idols, and cleanſed the Sanctuary from the 
Profanation of 4n;ivchws Epiphanes, choſe Prieſts of a blame- 
leſs Converſation, and appointed an Anniverſary. Feſtival in 
Commemoration of the Reparation of the Temple, which 
our Saviour honour'd with his own Preſence, Jo. x. 22. Con- 
#antine publiſh'd ſeveral Edicts in Favour of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, granting to all Profeſſors the free Exerciſe of it, he de- 
{troy'd the 1dol Temples, reſtor'd the former Places of Mor. 
ſhip to them, and built ſeveral nem magnificent Churches, gave 
* Gitts to them, he commanded fine Copies ot the Bible to 
made; when the Hereſy of Arius infected the Church, he 
aſſembled the fir general Council at Nice, conſiſting of 318 
Biſhops from all Quarters of the Empire ; he banifh'd Au 
and burat the Books of that Heretick, he ſettled the Time 
for the keeping of Eaſter, and made many good Laws for the 
Diſcipline and Government of the Church: Yet he neglect- 
ed not the Civil Afairs, but demonſtrated a paternal Care 
towards all Perſons ; and therefore all Nations highly ap- 
plauded and unanimouſly acknowledged he was a Common 
Good beſtow'd upon Mankind by God's Favour and Mercy. 
Theodoſius, Juſtinian, and others of his Succeſſors thought 
'twas their Duty to enact good Laws for the Eſtabliſhment 
of true Religion. The Britiſh, Saxon, and Engliſh Princes 
have been as active therein as other Chriſtian Monarchs; 
for King (Y) Lucius ſent a Letter to Eleutherius Biſhop of 
Rome, deſir ing his Directions to make him a Chriſtian, he 
turn d ſome Heathen '[emples into Chriſtian Churches, built 
and endow'd others at his own Charges. (c) Ethelbert very 
kindly receiv'd and maintain'd Anguſtine and his Compa- 
nions, King Edward Con feſſor built and granted great Pri- 
vileges to the Abby of Weitminiter,, and made many excel- 
lent Laws for the Benefit and Protection of the Church, 


. (4) 1 Maecab. 4. 42. (+) Bede Eccl, Hiſt, (c) Collier's Church Hiſt. &c. 
[<7 which 
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which were rather the Laws of his Predeceſſors than thoſo 
of his own making, as Sir Henry Spelman obſerves. Aldred 
the Mes other Bi 2 William the Conque- 
ror at his Coronation to take an Oath before' the Altar of 
Si. Peter, that he ſhould defend the Churob of Chris; and 
all our Monarchs have done tlie like. By (a) Ad 2 Par- 
tiament the Ning is declared to be Sapream Head of the 
Church as well as N. the State, he is eſteemed her Grardi- 
an and Murſing Father: And now the ing. F 
glory in that iplendid Pearl of their Dia m1 of 
the Faith, —- | 

If his Majefty were ſuch a Prince as Nero, Domitian, 
De ius, or Dioeleftan, who made it their Buſineſs to extir- 
pate 2 to deſtroy the Teachers and Profeſſors of 
it, this rine might perhaps have ſome planſible Pre- 
tence, tho? none of the Priminive Fathers ever preach'd af. 
ter this manner; while the Emperars were Heathens they 
ſubmitted themſelves to their Authority, when they be- 
came Chriſtians, th _ ht themſelves happy under 
their Countenance a ion, and we ſhould be of the 
lame Mind at this Tims: ! For I'm apt to think, that it 

ht have fared very ill with the or, if this en 
ba been preached before any of them. 

2. The Corruption in Religion and Ane is owl 


| yrs a thy the Want of a Civil Magiſtrate ; while Joſbs 


aud other good Ruters livd, Iſrael ſorv the Lord: then 
there a Prieſts and Lovites to govern the Clarcb; but 
_ their Death, or an Interregnum, Hae! fell away * 
Vice and umorality, Jofh. xxiv. 3x. Judg. Ii. 19. 
1 Me Days there was no ing in Tjrael, but every Man 
44 that which was right in his own Eyes, Judg; 2 viii. 
1. Xxi. 25. This 1 take to be an ie ble 4 ument 
tor the Mogiſtrate's andern himfelf'4 in Matters « Reli- 


gon. 


@ I. of Edward 6. New Stage of Great-Britain, Part 3. Chap. 3 
3. 10 


Dr. IB BOT / Sermon. 


3. To finiſh this Head, I beg Leave of the Doctor to 
/ſhow him how he differs from the udgment of Learned 
| Divines, who have freely own'd, that the Duty of Chri- 


tian Magiſtrates extends to theſe Branches about Re!igion, 


which T have mentioned. Polanus ſays, (a) The Inſpettion 
and Care of Religious —.— belongs to ths Civil Magiſtrate by 
Divine Right, as appears from the Divine Inſtitution cf Kinss 
at . and the a of the Kyngs of Judah; when Joas 
found the Money collected for repairing * the Temple, was not 
dispo“ for that uſe, he took that care upon himſelf, and by 
his Royal Authority ſettled the whole Matter x. Atter the ſame 
manner, in the Bay s of Jehoiakim, ( the Princes of ud al 
reſcued the Prophet . — who was then condemn'd to 
death by the Ccſiftory of Prieſts and Prophets. (e Limborch 
tells us, The People's Sofiny i is either Spiritual amd Eternal, Cor- 
poreal or Civil; NO both theſe are committed to the Civil Ma- 
giſftrate's Care, and «pon this Account he's calld, The Guardian 
of both Tables. (4) A Learned Author asks and anſwers 
this Queſtion. Q. the Civil Maziſtrate change the 
Charch Government? 'A. He may alter the outward Form 
thereof, as it depenis as the. Circumflances of Time, Plate 
aud Per on; but the Subſtancę of it he cannot change; "he be 
alſo by his Laws force the Obſervation of the Government and 
paniſh the Diſfurbors of the Charcls Peace. — The Authority of 
Princes in Religious Matters, * another,) ( e) me Gy x 


— 
— * us d 


(a) = divino Inſpe&iio & cura rerum divinarum Mell, Klicies. 
convenit, quod arguit Regum Inftitutio à Deo facta, & exempla Regum 
Jude, Joas Rex quum videret Pecusniam Sacram a Sacerdatibus non - 
adminiſtrari, immiſir ſe illi cure, & Authoritate regia Rem compoſy 
AY E Polan. Syptag. Theol. Lib. x. c. 65. 105 Jerem. 1 
Eft autem Subditorum Sa lus vel Spir tualis & zrerna, vel oorpotea ac 
as lis. Utriuſ 155 eura Magiſtratui demandata eſt; hide utriuſque Tabulze 
Cuſtodes vocari lolent. une & #rernam Subditorum Sajutem pro- 
curant. -- 1.2. 35. Se. Limb. 2 oy '63. Seck. 20, at 22. &C. 

View of all Religions, pag. 417, 

(e) Dr. To werſon on fifth Command. 705 6 6. pag 4 274 

* Vie, Rex habet jus & Authoricatem ordinandi ea que ad Cultum Dej & 
veram Religionem tuendam pertinent - Ravanell. Bibhoth. 8. Vol. 2. in voce 
Kages. fold, 


— — — 
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fold, indirect or direct: By the former we are to underſtan. 


that -which pretends to an Over-ſight of them only in Relation 
to the State; by the latter, that which pretends to an Intereit 
in 4 Matters as ſuch. — Princes have a Power of cal- 


ling or limitting Religious Aſſemblies, or appcinting who ſhall 
ſerve at the Altars in them, or putting by thoſe that are. 


That it belongs to Princes to judge what is right or not rightly 
' decreed by the Church, and accordingly as they ſhall judge either 
to give or with-hold their Aſſent. This Power is alſo al- 
low'd the Civil Magiſtrate by Canons, Articles, and the 


Doctrine of the Church of England. +The King's Majeſty 
hath the chief Power in this Realm of England, and ether his 


| Dominions, unto whom the chief Government cf all Eſtates of 
this Realm, whether they be Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, in all Cauſes 
_ doth appertain. — We give not to our Prince the Miniſtering 
either of God's Word, or of the Sacraments : The which thi 

the Injunctions alſo ſet fort 
plainly teitify ; but that only Perogative, which we ſee to have 
been given always to all 5 Princes in holy Scriptures by God 


by Elizabeth our Queen, do mo 


himſelf, that is, that they ſhould rule all Eitates aud Degrees 


committed to their Charge by God, whether they be Eccleſiaſti- 


cal or Temporal, and reitrain with the civil Sword the Stub- 


born, and Evil-avers. | 


That the Doctor may take from the Civil Magiſtrate 
all Concern about Religious Matters, he will not permit him 
ſo much as to puniſh Vice and Immorality in a Religious but 


in a Civil Senſe or Capacity only, i. e. as they are injurious to 


Men's Civil Intereſts, and deſtructive of the good Order and 


Government of the World, and not as they have w inherent 


"Turpitude in them, and are Immoralities and Tranſgreſſions of 
the Divine Law. But this leaves the Prince to a mere 
outward Shew and Appearance for Religion and Juſtice; 


for he that has not a real and earneſt Concern for promo- 


— — * 


. „ 73 J 


* Seq Di. Fidde's Body of Divinity, part 2. page 501, Kc. 
17 Conn, 3, Linh, fe e 
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ting the Honour and Intereſt of Religion, will never do 
Juſlice between Man and Man. KI Nds were at firſt in- 
ſtituted to puniſh Vice in God's Room, and for his ſake; 
becauſe it is abominable in thoſe Eyes which are purer 
than to behold Iniquity. When Moſes ſet up Judges, he 
pitch'd upon ſuch as fear'd God, Men of Truth, hating Co- 
wvetouſneſs: It was his Study to inſtruct the People in God's 
| Laws and Statutes ; he order'd the Ring to write a Copy of the 
Law of Gol, to read it all the Days of his Life, and to govern 
his People according to the Rules therein contain d. On this 
account,Chriſtian Magiſtrates are called God's Miniſters and 
Servan:s, and they that fear him, will alſo honour him, 
and puniſh Iniquity more for the Love of Go b, than for 
the Damage they do to private Perſons, page 7. 

_ To make this Aſſertion good, the Doctor advances 
another notorious Falſhood, page 8. For there being no ſtana- 
ing Law of God, which has annex'd any Civil Puniſhment to 
any Sin, (if perhaps we may except Murder) this is the cnly 
Rule the Magiitrate has to direct him in his puniſhing Offen- 
ders. Tis ſtrange the Doctor ſhould tell us, there's zo and- 
ing Law of God againſt any Sin, whereas Muxder is mark*d 
out for a. Civil Puniſhment. Gen. ix. 6. Which is one of 
the Statute Laws of Nature, given to Adam, and afterwards 
to Noah : For that and all other Crimes, divers Sorts of 
Civil Puniſhments are annex'd by the Law of Moſes and 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, viz. (i) Beheading, SOR ts Hons 
ing, Burning, Scourging and Retaliation, &c. as appears at 
large from the 21, 22, 23, and 24. Chapter of Exodus, 
the 22, 23, and 24. of Deut. Job. 31. Pſal. 101. Mat. 5 
v. 21, 22. There our Saviour aſſigns ſeveral Kinds of Pu- 
niſhment according to the Hainouſneſs of the Crime: 
He made a Scor22 of ſmall Cords (according to the Jew:ſþ 
Cuſtom of Scgurging, Deut. 25. 2. And drove the Traaers 
out of the Houſe of God. Jo. 2. 15. a fit Puniſhment indeed 
for thoſe Wretches who tranſgreſſed Go#s Law. Levit. 


19. 30. Again, All they that take the Sword ſhall periſh by the Mar. 26. 
eee . : 52. 


7) Godwyne's Moſes & Aaron. L. 5. . 8, 9. 
| 9 Us rr "i Swerd; 
. | 
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Sword ; ſeeing all Murderers do not actually periſh by the 
Sword, our Lord muſt certainly ſpeak of the Right which 
the Magiſtrate has to puniſh Criminals even unto Death, 
for the wird is an Inſtrument of Corporgal Puniſbment 
not of a Pecuniary Muldt. If I be an Offender, (ſays St. Paul) 
or have committed any thing worthy of Death, I refuſe not to 
die; and upon Examination his Judges found that he had 
done nothing worthy of Death or of Bands, (i. e.) ſuch Crimes 
as by the Roman Law are punithable capitally or by Im- 


pri ſonment. He aſſures us, that Rulers are arm'd by God 


for that very End. Ro. iii. 4. They are a Terror to Evil- 
Doers, bear no: the Sword in vain, and are.oblig?d to Execute 
Wrath upon him that doth Evil. Let none of you (ſaith 
St. Peter, Saſfer as 4 Murderer, as 4 Thief, or as an Evil 
Doer, or as a Buſy-body ; yet if a Man ſuffer as a Chriftian, 
let him not be aſbamed. From all this it appears, that 
God has made certain Laws and enacted divers Punt 's 
15 the Tranſgreſſors thereof which is for his own 

;lory : And therefore the Doctor's ſubtile Diſtinction, or 
Separation, Which himſelf owns to be impaſſille, is to no 


purpole. 


Theſe are ſome of the Doctor's Politics, his Scheme of 
the Eng and Deſign of Religion comes now into Conſidera- 
tion; and this he contines to our Dat to God ogly, (d) Reli- 
gion is tranſacted between a Maus ſelf and God, and is what 
20 Body elſe is consern d in, &c. But moſt Divines extend it 
to theſe Two Branches, according to the Two Tables of the 
Law, viz. Our Duty towards Goa, and our Duty towards our 
Neightour. (b) Lactantius ſays, The firit 1 of Religion is to 
be united to God; and the next is to Man. Nay, the Doctor 
affirms, (c) That Morality and Virtue are the chief and main 
this gs wherein it conſiſts, yet he can fairly put them aſunder 
upon another Deſign. '  * E 

This looſe Deſcription of Religion, as I ſuppoſe, is in- 
tended to pave the way for another like it, and that is (4) 
of Religion as it was in the State of Nature ; wherein (he 

(a) Sem. p. 9, 10. (b) Lact. J. G. c. 10. (e) Page 13. ( Srim.p. 11. 
bo hy tells 
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tells us) every one embrat d that Religton, which ei ther his dwn 
Reaſondiitated,or Revelation diſcover d to him, and had a right 
of ordering for himſelf the external Cironmſtances of Religious 
Worjſbip.. In all theſe Things every on2 was left to his own Li- 
berty, and was accountable. to none but God. But all this is 
very abſurd and unaccountable,. fot our firſt Parent bein 

ſenſible of the Miſery into which he had plung'd himſelt, 
repented truly of his Sin, accepted the joy ful Promiſe of a 
Meſſiah; and by: V irtue of his Paternal Authority, inſtructed 
his umi in the ne Worſhip of God, he aſſembled them to- 
gether for that End, and taught them to offer Sa-7ifices-: 
Therefore, tis faid, Cain and Abel brought their Offerings, 
I. e. to Adam, who ſacrificed them to the Lord in their 
Names, Gen. iv. 30 Cain and Lamech were certainly afraid 
ofi human Power and outward Force, for their Fratricide and 
Polygamy, whereby they had tranſgreſs'd in the Lam of Na- 
ture, they were alſo excommunicated from the Society of 
the Church then in Adam's Family. In the Days of Eros, as 
Mankind multiplied on the Earth, they began to worſhip 
God in publick Aſſemblies. Noah Was a Preacher of Right= 
eouſnefs,, he built an Altar, and ſacrificed Offerings thereon 
to the Lor. Abrabam commanded his Children, and a very 
numerous Hoaſbold after him, to keep the way' of the Lord, 
and to do Juſlite and Judgment. This was afterwards re- 
duc d into a Lam by Moſes, Deut. 6. 7. And thus the firit So- 
agettes of Mankind, were under the Direction and Authority 
of Auum, Seth, Enos, Noah, Abraham, and other inſpir'd Pa- 
triarche, who were inveſted with the Primogeniture and Sa- 
cerdotal Office, until Jacob ſettled the Regal Power in the Trite 
of Judah; and Moſes the Prieftly in that of Levi. (a Thus the 
whole Earth was ef one Language, and cf one Speech, ſo of one 
Religlom under the Patriarchal Diſpenſation, for 1757 Years 


and more, till Ig norance, Barbarity and Idol ati inereas d upon 


1 


the Diſperſion of Nations thro' the World. 


1 — 


(a) Cen. xi. t. Melanth. cum antea plus valeret paterna- Authoritae, & 
Seniori patri cateri ultro parerens. Chron. N 9. & 19. Vid. Owen. t. Or- 
#Þa de Theolog. Adamica, L. 2. c. 2, 3. Dr. Cave's Apparatus, Sect. I. 
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The Doctor comes to enquire, (a) whether any Alteration 
was made in this Cafe by the Inſtitution of Civil Government; 
And anſwers it in the Negative, Men did not at all ſubmit 
themſelves in Religious Matters to the Mill of the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate, as they ſubmitted their Perſons and Properties to be diſ- 
gos d of by him for the obtaining the End of Society, &c. But 
at the Beginning of Civil Sotieties, () the Will of their 
Princes was the only Law, and among other Things they 
always took Care of Religious Matters, as appears from 
the Patriarchs already mention'd. * Ninas ſet up the I- 
mage of his Father Belus, or Nimrod, and caus'd it to be 
worthipped : This was the Origine of Idolatry, and ever 
fince both Prieſts and People amis the ancient Babylonians, 
Fgyp:ians, Grecians, Romans, and other barbarous Nations, 
ſubmitted to the —— ons and Ordinances Of Religion that 
was eſtabliſh'd and authoriz'd by their Princes. Did not 
Abraham ſubmit himſelf to Melchiſedeck, Aaron to the Laws 
and Ordinances of Moſes? Did not the Prieſts and Laity ſub- 
mit themſelves to the Directions given them by Joſhua, Da- 
vid, Solomon, Cyrus, Artaxerxes, and other Princes, concern- 
ing the Celebration of Circumciſion, the Paſſover, and other 
Feſtivals and Religious Solemnities, the Service of Gol in the 
Temple, the Rebuilding of it, and other Religious Matters? 
Did not the Primitive Chriſtians freely and cheerfully ſub- 
mit to the Conſtituticus, ' Laws and Edidts of Conſtantine, and 
other Chriſtian Princ2s ? Ought not we then much more to 
fubmit ourſelves to the wholeſome Laws that have been made 
and ſupported for that End, by the Approbation and Au- 
thority of our Monarch, who is 2 Narſizg-Father, and a 
Guardian to the Church of Chriſt ? So far the Doctor is out 
in his Anſwer to this Head. | | - 
But to add to the reſt, he brands that excellent and rea- 

fonable Duty of Submiſſion to the higher Powers. in Religious: 
Matters, with u very odious Title, Mew (ſays he) cannot 
abandon the Care of their Souls, as they may that of - their Bo- 


0 Seim . 12. (9) Juſtin. Hiſt. lib. 1. c. 1. 
Forbel. lack. Hiſt. Theol, lib. 7. c. J. | 
oy dies 
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dies and Eſtates, and blindly leave it to their Megiſftrates, to 
preſcribe what Faith or H 22 they ſball embrace. This is cer- 
tainly a very indecent Reflection upon a Chriſtian Magiſtrate. 
What! doth a good Subject abandon the Care of all his Af. 
fairs, or caſt them way 1n a deplorable Condition, becauſe 
he ſubmits himſelf to' the Laws of his Prince, who detends 
him from Violence, and protects him in his Rights and 
Liberties ? Is not this to render a Chriſtian King as bad, as 
black as Nero and Domitian, who endeavour'd to ruin the 
State at one Blow; in whoſe Days it was thought a Crime 
to be either Pious or Wealthy. h * 
2. Seeing Men can't, as the Doctor ſays, abandon the Care 
4 their Souls, does it follow that they may abandon their 
dies and Eſtates, and-blindly leave them to the Mag iſtrate? 


No, Men are not oblig d to abandin either of them, or hlindiy 
leave them to the Mag iitrate as ſo many Sheep, till he cuts 
their Throats: For theſe Things are not the Magiſtrates, 
nor their owa either, but Gods, 1 Cor. 3. 23. A prudent 
Submiſſion of both to, lus Laws and Ordinances, is a com- 
mendable Duty before: God, and engages him to protect 
Subjects from Violence and Error, and therefore can't be 
call'd abandoning of them, nor blindly leaving them to his Care, 
as the Doctor hie teaches. 7 | 
3. Tho” the Care of every Man's Soul belongs to himſelf, i. e. 
principally, and before all other things, yet every Man 
ought to have à ſubordinate Care of his Brother's Soul, of 
thoſe in his Family, and under his Subjection, to pity, help 
and rebuke him, as occaſion ſerves, Lev. 19. 17. * Rom. 14. 
t. 15:1, 2. Thus the Doctor has the Care ot many Thou- 
ſand Souls, I hope he takes Care not to leave them to their 
ove Care 77 2 20 F 
This leads me to the great End and Deſign of the Doctors 
Sermon, viz. a Toleration or Abſolute Liberty in Matters of 
Religion and Conſciance, which, home ver it 2 been viliſſea, 
and exclaim d againit, is as much every May's juit Right, as 


bs — 
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lit; of Mankind would be of no Religion at all. 
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any other thingwbich can le mentiow d. Tis flraro the Boctor eou d 
net be contented with a limited: Toleration or Liberty of Conſrience, 
ſueh as is granted to all Noneonformiſts in this Riagdom; but he 
maſt plead. for an abſolute and wbtunded one:; Can't he that has 
ſhown. ſuch an Art of ſettling Bounds to the Chrißias Magiſtrare, - 
have alſo the Conſcience to Br N 


Bounds to, ſome Bodies Conſcience ? 


- But the Doctor faw that nothing wou'd deſtroy the Church of 


Eygland fo effectually, as removing the ancient Boundaries, arid 
opening the Door ſo wide, chat Roar Errbolicks; Predbyteridny, 
Dnekers,, Atabaptiſfs, Brbwnifts, '" Mugoletwhians, Libervines ; way, 
un Mahcmntrans, and. Tafdels, mitt have am abſolure! Liberty of 
Conſcience, i. e. that it might be lawful ſo every one of them to 
chuſe his own Religion; to. AN, none #t all; or to be of what 
Opinion ſeems beſt, to himſelf, But this is ſuch a thing as no 
Man, or no Set of Men onght to have, much leſs ſhould. any 
plead for it; For then, he that Nr c God, and he. 
that denies Him; he that offers up Cakes ts . Heaven, 
and he that adbrex the God'of fleren; another cat bows down 
before our Eord Feſty Chriſt, and/another tflat blaſphemes him; 
they! that believe in the Bleſſed Trinity, and they that ridicule: 
ie; choſe that are zealous of Works, andttieſ©that delight. 
in evil ones; ;thiey that believe the: Refutrection f che Ded, 
and fuch as deny it; are all- egually honeſt \Neigbbours;- good 
Churthmen,, and ſound. Belicvern; every Mam of them i Orthodem 1% 
Zimſelf, tis no body's Buſineſs to. inſfruc, direct, or centroul 
them; they are all in the right on't, and ſo, they muſt go on. 
Alas! what a Wound would ſuch an abſolute Toleration give Reli- 
gion? What Diſnenour doth-it offer to Got; and Deftrntiby'tdi 
che Souls of Men? How many Chyrc#t4 would it erect in this lit- 
tie Hand? Hd w ſoon ſfiould there be no Charch at allito be ſeen: 
im Britain. Surely the Doctor has forgotten the 18744 Article off 
the Church of Engl nd, which: expreſly Anathematizes any; one 
that: ſhall maintain that a Man may he ſaved/ in any Religien 
which he profeſſes; ſo that he lives according to the Rules Of it. 
IHthe ancient Diſcipline of the Church-was in force now-a: days, 


and ours had ſuch a Regard to't as the Primitive Chriſtians had; 


perhaps there might be leſs need of the Civil Magiſtrate's Power 
and Authority circa Sacra: Bur ſeeing ſome Men regard the 
Fclefiaſtical ſo little, eſpecially ſince his: Loruſbip and the Ho 

iven · that intirely up; the Civil Power is- now ſo- ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, that were it not for fear of it, the Genera- 


But 
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D.. IS Sermon. | 
Bet who will give the Doctor thanks far this extraordinary 
'Gratyty ? True Chriſtians are cantent to ſubmit themſelves xo 
the Higher Powers, rhey are willing to be bound up in the U- 
nity of the Spirit and Bond of Peace, to continue in the Com- 
munion of Saints, and with one Month, and-ene Heart, to ferve 
God as Members of the Church Militanc, in hope of becoming 
one Day Members alſo of the Church Triumphant ; but looſe 
Ohriſtians are loofe Men, they love an Abſohme Liberty, 
they hate that any one ſhould: be Lord over them; and wirchout 
all peratvenrure the Doctor has oblig'd'them, by calculating 
fuch Principles as are moſt agreeable to their Licentious Diſpo- 
ſrion. The Roman Catholicks deſire nothing more than ſuch a 
Toleration. (a) knowing it muſt nee di tend to rhe Ruin of the Church. 
of England. Mr. (+) Toland pleads heartily for a Tileration to 
" Mabometanz, I bave repreſented theres (ſays he) 8; 2 ſort of Chri- 
ian, and not the worff ſort neither. --- And ſpouli the Grand Seignior 
ini wpon it, they migbt wirb as much Reaſon and Safety be tolerated 
at London emi Athffetdani, as the Chriſtians of every Rind are [0 
t Conſtamtinople, and throughout al! Furkey. But fer this ſhame- 
Jefs Aurbor remember, that there's a vaſt Difference between an 
- Engliſh and a Turkiſh Toleratio s. 

Ho far other Schiſmatick; and Heretic ma 12 * in an 
abfolute Toleration, I ſhall not enquire farther ; Gur m ſure nei- 
ther Onakers nor Presbterians will accept of it, as appears from 
their own Writings ; Mr. Barclays Apology for the Qua lers, Prop. 
24. p. 488. the Harmonious Confen wich Landon Preachers, A. D. 
1648. p. 12. Calamy's Sermon before the Houſe of Commons 1646. 
Nr. Meldrum's Sermon before the Genral Afſembly Mag 16. 1703. 
But if they will not grant Toleratim to any when chey have the 
Power in them, why ſhould the Doctor be ſo kind and generous 
to them? By obliging Diſſenters of every Denomination, he en- 
deavpurs to deftroy the AB of Uniformity, reflects upon the King 
and Parllamem, who made that and other Laws for ety one 
ol the Doctrine, Worſhip, Rites and Ceremonies of che Church of Enę 

land, on theſe Princes alſo who maintain'd them with their Blood, 
and preſerv'd it from the Power of it's Enemies. I do not ap- 
prove of Inquiſition, or Perſecution for Conſcience ſake ; but think. 
it's a very commendable i e Diſpoſition to bear with 
the weak Profeſſor, and thoſe that don't diſſont from the Efab- 
liſh'd Church in the Effential Articles of our Holy Faith: And there- 
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0 See the Scourge, p. 68. mo a | 6) Nazarenus, p. = ; \ 
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fore I highly commend the great Wiſdom of our Prince, h 
have very prudenily eſtabliſh'd one Church as National; but have + 
-judg'd it proper to deny Diſſenters the{extraordinary. Privilege of 
ſuch an abſolute Tolerationi | ot Sh Het 


 PaxT III. The Concluſions ies 
The Scope and Deſign of this Sermon being ſo wicked, the 
Concluſion can't be ſuppos'd to be very good: He that pleads (6 
much for Gallio, muſt certainly. be guilty of Gallioniſm; He that 
| contends ſo zealoully for all Sorts of Nonconformiſts, can't be e, 
pected heartily to befriend the Church by Law Eſtabliſhed ; one 
that endeavours to abridge the Power of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, 
cannot be thought to conſenc ſincerely to the Suppreſſion and 
Puniſhment of Vice and morality. He that ſays at one time 
Religion is not his proper Buſineſs, nor oug bt he direttly to intend it in 
the Execution of bis Office--and afterwards, Let him take care to con- 
orm his own Conſcience to the Laws of God, He (I ſay) that utters 
| ſuch Contradictions, can't be eſteem'd an accurate Philoſopher, 
or a Conſcientious Divine. But paſſing by theſe and other Abſurd 
ties, I find one good Inference from his Text, Let the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel keep to 1 cir Duty. Let thers preach tbe Goſpel of Pease, 
and net ſound the Tini of Wars Let.them mind their own Buſineſs, 
which is the Salvation of Men's Souls, by teaching and perſuading them, 
bath by their Doctrine and Example, both publickly and privately to de- 
ny Ungodlineſs, and WorJdly Luſts, and to live rightecuſly, 5 and © 
godly in this preſent World, Let them not ſtretch themſelves beyond 
' their Line, by meddling with,the Affairs of State, and 1 
ſelves more Ainger of the Government, than Miniſters of the Goſpel 
' of CHRIST. ,*Tis à good Obſervation indeed, I wiſh it were 
pr actis d by every one of us; for I'm fure Divinity is a Field 
Jarge enough to employ the beſt of us all the Days of our Life; 
then we ſhou'd-have leſs Paper-War and fewer Diviſions in Chureb 
and State. But ſeeing the Preacher is in the greateſt degree 
guilty of the very ſame Fault which he reproves in other.Clergy- 
men, | wou'd ſeriouſſy recommend one Text more; Tis this, 
' Thou Hypocrite, firſt caſt out the Beam out. f thine own Eye ; and Then 
ſhalt thou ſee clearly to caſt out the Mote of thy Brother's - Eye. Mat. 
vii. 5. But ſeeing the Doctor is ſuch an Advocate for Hiarbens, 
he may preach upon thar Diſtich of old Cato. „ 
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Lux culpare files, ea tu ne feceris iple ; 
oy Turpe eſt doctori, eum cuſpa "redarguit itſum. 
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